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Cheating / Dishonesty in the 
Classroom

How to fight it
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Cheating
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Why students cheat…

• From a students prospective
– “I cheat because I am bored” 
– “I cheat because this homework/test/essay is an 

unfair assignment and busywork anyway, so why 
should I spend time doing it.”

– “I cheat because I am lazy.”
– “There is no way I would be able to get all of this work 

done, even if I studied as hard as I could, I would still 
do bad, so I might as well cheat.”

– “I cheat because everyone does, and it is easier to say 
yes, than to say no” 

• (Sisti 2007)
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Why students cheat…

• aȅ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΧΦΦ

– The student did not put enough effort into 
studying for the test.

– The student is desperate to stay in the program or 
off academic probation

– The student sees other students cheating

– The student sees no penalty for cheating
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Classroom

• Group of students 
attempted to use ASL to 
communicate answers 
between themselves.

• They did not know that I 
know ASL.

• 3 students caught 
cheating.
– Students were not 

penalized by 
administration
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Classroom

• Students taking compute 
based test

• ExamView
– Scrambled questions

– Network issues

• Students took test 
multiple times until 
getting a passing score

• 5 students caught
– All received score of 0 on 

exam.
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Classroom

• Students assigned 
research project for end 
of end of semester.

• Students choice of a 
paper or poster 
presentation

• Student Googled topic 
and cut and pasted entire 
webpage including 
illustrations and used it as 
their poster presentation

• 2 students caught
– Both awarded score of 0 

on the project

– Placed on academic 
probation

• Discovered by entering 
first sentence of project 
into Google
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Classroom

• Computer based test

– E-mailing PPT slides or notes to themselves

• Opening e-mail during test

– If re-testing is an option or all class not taking test 
at same time

• Student copies and pastes test questions into e-mail 
and mails it to themselves or classmates
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Laboratory

• Students assigned to produce a portfolio of 
skull images using a skull phantom and CR or 
Film-Screen IR.

• Student is required to produce an image that 
is properly positioned, using appropriate 
exposure factors. 

• Students wait for classmate to produce an 
acceptable image, then they make their own 
exposure.
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Clinic

• Student receives a low grade on a technologist 
evaluation.

• Student destroys original evaluation and 
replaces it with a favorable evaluation.
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Clinic

• Technologist who wrote original evaluation 
wanted to do an addendum to evaluation and 
found original missing and replaced.

• Missing evaluation reported to Clinical Instructor, 
CI reported missing eval to Clinical Coordinator.

• Syllabus states that destroying clinical 
documentation is grounds for dismissal.

• Student processed for dismissal from program.
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Clinic

• Student appealed dismissal.

• Associate Dean re-instated student.

– Rationale was, policy not clearly stated in student 
handbook.

– Handbook revised to clarify policy.
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WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT?
Cheating / Dishonesty in the Classroom: How to fight it.
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Hints and Tips

• These tips and hints will only work if:

• Your institutional administration will support 
you when penalties are awarded. 

• You treat each student the same, and apply 
program policies equally and fairly.

• You have documentation to back your 
position.
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Classroom

• Inform the student of expectations for their 
behavior on day one.

• Provide clear policy on cheating and plagiarism.
– Should be in line with institution policy.

– Should be published in student handbook and on all 
course syllabi.

– Have students sign a document stating that they are 
aware of the policy and any penalties.

– File a copy in student file and give a copy to the 
student.
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Classroom

• Quiz the students on the syllabus and program 
handbook each term.

• Apply penalties for any violation of program 
policy to each and every student without 
exception.
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Vision

• Allows instructor to:

– control student 
computer

– view students desktop

– limit access to websites

– lock students computer
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turnitin

• Plagiarism prevention 
service
– Allows student and 

faculty to submit papers

– Turn it in scans 
document for similarities 
to published documents 
and pre-submitted 
papers

– Each document 
submitted added to the 
database
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Testing

• Have students leave all their belongings, 
including watches and cell phones at the front 
of the classroom.

• Have an empty seat between students (if 
possible).

• Randomly assign seating for each test.
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Testing

• If possible, have different versions of the test. 

• Don’t stay glued to the podium during the 
test. 
– Wander about the classroom.

– Closely monitor all the students.

• Don’t recycle tests.

• Don’t allow students to retain copies of tests.

• Try to refrain from discussing any part of the 
test until all students have finished.
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Laboratory

• Use small groups.

– Ideally no more than 3 to a group.

• Have student re-set room after making 
exposure.

• Have other faculty members or lab assistants 
present monitoring student work.

– 2nd year students make good lab assistants for 1st

year students
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Clinic

• Each student should have their own unique 
markers.

– Have a student marker database.

– Share database with Clinical Instructors.

• Consider assigning student markers with 
numbers vs. initials.
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Clinic

• Document any and all counseling with the 
student.  

– Informal and formal

– Positive and negative

• Have student folders kept in a locked space.

– JRC requirement

• Have CI make copies of any adverse 
evaluations.
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